JOINT INDUSTRY COMMENTS
on WEEE2 Draft Implementing Regulation establishing a
Common Methodology for the Calculation of “the weight of EEE
placed on the national market in each Member State” and a
Common Methodology for the Calculation of the “Quantity of
WEEE Generated by Weight in each Member State”
Brussels, 7 February 2017
In view of the upcoming vote on 13th February 2017 of the members of the Technical Adaptation
Committee, we would like to provide the following observations on the latest draft Commission
Implementing Regulation establishing a common methodology for the calculation of “the weight of
electrical and electronic equipment (EEE) placed on the national market in each Member State” and
a common methodology for the calculation of “the quantity of waste electrical and electronic
equipment (WEEE) generated by weight in each Member State”:
•

We thank the Commission for its efforts to establish common methodologies both for
the calculation EEE POM and WEEE generated collection targets. On the one hand, these
methodologies are crucial to ensure a clear and harmonised implementation of the collection
target in each Member State. On the other hand, it is essential that the methodologies lead to
fair targets, which are based on objective, clear and transparent criteria. Member States are
of course free to choose, which of the two approaches they use to demonstrate the
achievement of the collection rate from 2019 onwards.

•

We fully support the following changes made by the Commission compared to the 2015
draft version:
o

Calculation of the weight of EEE placed on the market of a Member State (POM)
– Article 3 of the Draft Implementing Regulation: it is now clear that the first source of
information is the information provided by the producers. It is important that quantities
are counted based on real, accurate and sound data as reported by EEE
manufacturers to national registers. In addition, it is now also clear that only in case
available data is not considered accurate enough, Member States should have the
option to estimate the quantities of EEE placed on the national market using the
methodology set out in Annex I.

o

Calculation of the total quantity of WEEE generated in a Member State (WG) Annex II point 5 of the Draft Implementing Regulation: we welcome the consultation of
relevant stakeholders when the Member States update the data on EEE placed on the
market or the product lifespan data used in the WEEE calculation tool.
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It is a clear improvement and gives a clear message for transparency of the process
at Member State level and the need for evidence backing the changes prior to the
update. This could be further improved by making the lifespan data and profiles
publicly available to verify the correctness of the data.
•

We would like to raise the following areas for improving the Draft Implementing
Regulation:
o

Availability of the electronic tool and involvement of industry stakeholders: we ask
for improved transparency of the electronic tool developed by the United Nations
University and more involvement of industry stakeholders to verify the correctness of the
data used regarding the calculation of the WEEE generated and POM figures. This would
ensure that the methodologies create fair and accurate calculations of the collection
targets. We suggest setting a period or a demonstration for stakeholders and experts to
test and evaluate the electronic tool.

o

The need for a better consideration of professional products to guarantee quality
results: we highlight that the methodologies proposed in Annexes I and II and the UNUkeys have a strong focus on domestic products. We draw your attention to the complexity
and heterogeneity of professional products. We call for Member States to better consider
the specificity of professional products and to analyse their results with a certain flexibility.

o

Improved transparency from Member States:
▪ The choice made by Member States on the calculation methodology used (i.e.
based on national registered data or estimates in accordance with the
methodology set out in Annex I) should be made publicly available. This would
ensure transparency.
▪ In addition, the lifespan data for each category per Member State should also be
made available to relevant stakeholders. This would ensure transparency and
allow relevant stakeholders to verify the correctness of the data used.

o

Article 16(4) of WEEE2 stipulates that National Authorities must ensure that collection
rates are achieved taking into account all the channels, which we fully support (“all
actors” concept). Using the information that Member States have obtained following their
obligations arising from other EU waste legislation, such as Regulation 2150/2002 on
Waste Statistics, Directive 2008/98/EC on Waste or Regulation 1013/2006 on Waste
Shipment will be essential for the accurateness of the future figures on WEEE generated.
This still needs to be included in the present draft. This could be based on data from all
WEEE properly treated by recyclers; or can be itemized based on WEEE sent by
municipalities to recyclers outside of the regulated WEEE system; WEEE sent by retailers
to recyclers outside of the regulated WEEE system; and WEEE collected by scrap dealers
and sent to recyclers. WEEE recycled by business to business end users as far as in
scope of WEEE should also be added to this figure.

o

Products exported for refurbishment or re-use should be deducted from the WEEE
generated calculation in a given Member State. Indeed, these are used products shipped
to another Member States or a third party. This should be explicitly mentioned in the draft.

o

We would like to stress the importance of accurate and reliable statistics which is the
basis of the pre-populated data included in the calculation tool supporting the Draft
Implementing Regulation.
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ORGALIME, the European Engineering Industries Association, speaks for 40 trade federations representing
the mechanical, electrical, electronic, metalworking & metal articles industries of 23 European countries. The
industry employs some 10.9 million people in the EU and in 2015 accounted for more than €1,900 billion of
annual output. The industry accounts for over a quarter of manufacturing output and a third of the manufactured
exports of the European Union. www.orgalime.org
CECED represents the home appliance industry in Europe. The total annual turnover of the industry in Europe
is €50bn. Total employment as a result of the presence of the sector is approximately 1 million jobs. The sector
contributes €1.4bn to research and development activities in Europe. Direct Members are Arçelik, Ariston
Thermo Group, BSH Hausgeräte GmbH, Candy Group, Daikin Europe, De’Longhi, Dyson, AB Electrolux,
Gorenje, Indesit Company, LG Electronics Europe, Liebherr Hausgeräte, Miele & Cie. KG, Panasonic, Philips,
Samsung, Groupe SEB, Vestel, Vorwerk and Whirlpool Europe. CECED’s member Associations cover the
following countries: Austria, Baltic countries, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. www.ceced.eu
DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of
the world's largest IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from
every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from
digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the world's best digital technology
companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and implementation
of EU policies. DIGITALEUROPE’s members include 61 corporate members and 37 national trade
associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our recent news and
activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org
LIGHTINGEUROPE is the industry association that represents the lighting industry in Europe. We are
the voice of more than 1000 lighting companies who employ more than 100000 people over Europe.
Our daily mission is to advocate and defend the lighting industry in Brussels while reconciling it with
ongoing EU policy aims. In doing so, we are dedicated to promoting efficient lighting practices for the
benefit of the global environment, human comfort and the health and safety of consumers.
www.lightingeurope.org
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