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LightingEurope calls for UV-C products 
to be allowed on EU market 

 

LightingEurope fully endorses the recent UV-C safety guidelines published by the Global 
Lighting Association (GLA)1  and calls on all EU Member States to ensure UV-C products 
can continue to be placed on the EU market.  

Germicidal ultraviolet irradiation is a proven methodology for inactivating viruses on solid 
surfaces, in water and in air. UV-C technology has found many valuable applications, e.g. 
in disinfecting hospital rooms, aircrafts and even drinking water. As such it is expected to 
be a useful tool in the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. UV-C is a category of 
ultraviolet light with wavelengths between 100-280 nanometres and is the most effective 
UV light for disinfection. 

LightingEurope shares the GLA’s concern at the increase in products, in particular online, 
with dubious safety features and inadequate safety instructions. While UV-C is helping to 
contain viruses, if not used properly it can pose risks to human health.  

The GLA statement provides guidance to manufacturers and to potential users on the 

requirements UV-C products should satisfy to allow safe use.  

The responsible use of UV-C technologies, also against viruses, must be continued and 
expanded. LightingEurope does not support the intention of the Belgian authorities, 
notified on 15 May 2020, to ban the placing on the market and use of UV-C Lamps in non-

hospital settings2  and calls on EU Member States not to follow this example.  

For further information on this topic, please contact Axel Baschnagel, Communications  
Consultant, through axel.baschnagel@lightingeurope.org. 

About LightingEurope 

LightingEurope is the voice of the lighting industry, based in Brussels and representing 33 
companies and national associations. Together these members account for over 1,000 European 
companies, a majority of which are small or medium-sized. They represent a total European 
workforce of over 100,000 people and an annual turnover exceeding 20 billion euro. LightingEurope 
is committed to promoting efficient lighting that benefits human comfort, safety and well-being, and 
the environment. LightingEurope advocates a positive business and regulatory environment to 
foster fair competition and growth for the European lighting industry. More information  is 
available  at www.lightingeurope.org.  

 
1 Link to GLA UV-C Safety Guidelines: 
https://www.globallightingassociation.org/images/files/publications/GLA_UV-
C_Safety_Position_Statement.pdf 
Link to the GLA Media Release: 
https://www.globallightingassociation.org/images/files/publications/Media_Release_-
_Global_Lighting_Association_Releases_Safety_Guidelines_for_UV-C_Devices.pdf 
2 https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/tris/en/search/?trisaction=search.detail&year=2020&num=303 
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